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This story book is part of a play-based curriculum promoting awareness and advocacy 
of best practices in health and hygiene for young children across India.

To view and download the curriculum, visit https://elab.emerson.edu/hygiene/
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The King of Dholakpur, handsome, mustached and crowned, summons CHHOTA BHEEM, an 11 year 
old boy with magical strength, CHUTKI, a 7 year old girl with braids, DHOLU, BHOLU, identical twins 
with hats, KALIA, a round but muscular 10 year old boy, RAJU, a bald 4 year old boy with a tooth gap, 
and JAGGU, a small talking monkey.

KING
For many weeks now, you have been battling the Germ Wizard and defeating him. Yet he still 
attacks us and he seems to be growing stronger.

BHEEM
Yes. Every time we use a spell on him, it only defeats him for a short time.

KING
I want you to find out how to defeat the Germ Wizard forever.

KALIA
Let’s ask the Clean Wizard!

333

The King of Dholakpur invites Bheem, Chutki, Dholu, Bholu, 
Kalia, and Jaggu to his palace. 

He asks them to find out why the Germ Wizard keeps returning, 
and to rid him from Dholakpur for good.
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Bheem and his friends do the handwashing steps spell and the Clean Wizard appears. 

CHUTKI
Why does the Germ Wizard keep getting stronger even though we always beat him? Is it some new and 
powerful magic?

CLEAN WIZARD
The Germ Wizard is not using magic at all to gain his power. That is what makes him so dangerous. It is the 
people of Dholakpur and their refusal to use a latrine and to wash their hands with soap that makes him so 
strong. 

KING
How will our people use latrines if they do not own latrines at home? Our kingdom cannot provide the money 
to build and maintain a latrine at every home. 

CLEAN WIZARD
There are latrines that are affordable for families to save for and build themselves, and easy to maintain. The 
only way to truly defeat the Germ Wizard is if everyone in Dholakpur uses a latrine and washes their hands 
with soap and water.

BHEEM
How do we get everyone to do that? Can you teach us a spell?

CLEAN WIZARD
Magic cannot change people’s minds. You can only take away the Germ Wizard’s power by practicing good 
hygiene. You must convince people why they should use a latrine and wash their hands with soap and water. 
People have many excuses why they can’t or don’t think they should. Let me show you.

555

They do the handwashing steps spell to summon the Clean Wizard and ask 
why the Germ Wizard keeps getting stronger even when they defeat him. 

The Germ Wizard is not using magic to gain his power! It is people who 
do not use a toilet and do not wash their hands with soap who make him 
strong. 

The King asks how people will use toilets if they do not have them at home.
 
The Clean Wizard says there are toilets that are affordable for families and 
easy to maintain. 

The only way to defeat the Germ Wizard is if everyone uses toilets and 
washes their hands with soap.
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The Clean Wizard produces a magic crystal ball. They all look into it. 

In the crystal ball we see villagers from Dholakpur. Each of them is giving an excuse.

VILLAGER 1 (ADULT - MAN)
Latrines and soap are too expensive!

777

“You must convince everyone to use toilets and wash their 
hands with soap,” the Germ Wizard explains.

He shows them a magical crystal ball which shows people in 
Dholakpur giving excuses why they cannot use toilets and 
handwash with soap. 

One man says toilets and soap are too expensive!
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VILLAGER 2 (ADULT - WOMAN)
I don’t like the smell of latrines and they seem like they are dirty places.

999

A woman says she doesn’t like the smell. 

She says toilets seem like they are dirty places.
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VILLAGER 3 (CHILD)
Latrines are dark and scary. I’d rather go outside.

111111

A child says toilets are dark and scary. 

He would rather go outside.
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VILLAGER 4 (CHILD)
All of my friends poop outside and I want to be like them. I like talking with them on the way to 
the field in the morning and at night.

131313

A girl says all of her friends poop outside and she wants to be 
like them. 

She likes talking to them on the way to the field in the morning 
and at night.
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VILLAGER 5 (CHILD)
Soap is stupid! I am too strong to get sick from germs.

151515

A boy says he is too strong to get sick from germs. 

Everyone in Dholakpur has an excuse. He says they must 
convince everyone that this is too important to ignore. 

Bheem, Chutki, and their friends go to the center of the village 
to convince others.



16161616



17

Bheem and friends return to the town square and begin confronting the people they saw in the crystal 
ball.

VILLAGER 1 (ADULT - MAN)
Latrines and soap are too expensive!

BHEEM
Sure, latrines and soap cost money, but you spend lots of money on festivals and laddoos. How 
much money do you lose because you get sick and cannot work? Surely you can start to save for 
soap and a latrine. Imagine how much work you could get done if you never had to go to the 
fields and didn’t get sick as often. In the long run, the latrine pays for itself!

171717

A man says toilets are too expensive. Bheem reminds him that 
he spends lots of money on festivals, and loses money when he 
is sick from germs and misses work. If he saves for soap and a 
toilet, he would get more work done, and eventually the toilet 
would pay for itself! 

Dholu and Bholu respond to the woman who says toilets are 
dirty and smelly. The whole village gets dirty when people poop 
outside. Toilets keep the dirtiness in one place and out of our 
food and water. 

Washing hands with soap after going into the toilet gets rid of 
any germs that are in there.
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Seeing the commotion, another chimes in.

VILLAGER 2 (ADULT - WOMAN)
I don’t like the smell of latrines and they seem like they are dirty places.

DHOLU
Would you rather make the whole village dirty by going outside? The latrine keeps the dirtiness 
in one place, and out of our food and water. It is easier to clean a latrine than to clean a whole 
field full of poop.

BHOLU
As long as you wash your hands with soap after going into the latrine, you will get rid of any 
germs that are in there, and it’s more difficult to carry soap and water all the way to the fields.

191919

A boy says toilets are too dark and scary. 

Jaggu explains it’s safer to go in a toilet than outside where 
snakes and scorpions can bite you. If the toilet is too dark, you 
can talk with your elders about letting light in through a window 
or having someone accompany you.
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VILLAGER 4 (CHILD - GIRL)
All of my friends poop outside and I want to be like them. I like talking with them on the way to 
the field in the morning and at night.

CHUTKI
I have a latrine at home and I can go whenever I want. I don’t have to hold it for the morning and 
after dark. Using a latrine saves me time from walking to the field so I have even more time to 
talk and play with my friends!

212121

A girl says she wants to be like her friends who poop outside 
and spend time with them. 

Chutki has a toilet at home and can go whenever she wants. 
She doesn’t have to hold it for the morning and night. Using a 
toilet saves her time from walking to the field. With a toilet at 
home, Chutki has more time to play with friends!
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VILLAGER 5 (CHILD)
Soap is stupid! I am too strong to get sick from germs.

Kalia easily picks the child up by the waist.

KALIA
I am much stronger than you and I use soap. In fact, all the really strong people, like cricket 
players and movie stars, use soap to wash their hands.

232323

Kalia picks up the boy who says he is too strong for germs. 

Kalia is much stronger, and he uses soap. All the really strong 
people, like cricket players and movie stars, use soap to wash 
their hands.
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Show people smiling and building latrines & washing hands with soap next to the latrine

Working together, the Bheem Team convinced everyone in Dholakpur to use latrines and wash their 
hands with soap. Less people in Dholakpur became ill and everyone was happy with how clean the 
village looked.

252525

The people in Dholakpur seem convinced by these arguments. 

One man says he will save his money this month for building a 
toilet instead of buying a new phone. 

A boy says that until he can convince his family to build one at 
home, he’s going to use the toilet at his aunt’s house. 

A girl says her mom is the strongest person she knows, but even 
she isn’t invincible against germs when she doesn’t wash her 
hands with soap. She is going to talk to her mom about using 
soap for handwashing at home.
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The GERM WIZARD, old, dark, foreboding, is standing in the field but there is no poop there. He tries 
to cast a spell but it just fizzles out of his staff and does nothing.

GERM WIZARD
Bheem! You and your little friends have beaten me today but I will just go to another village. 
There are places all over India where people still make excuses to not use latrines.

The Germ Wizard turns to look at the camera.

GERM WIZARD (TO AUDIENCE)
Perhaps I’ll come to where you live next! Hahaha!

272727

Working together, Bheem, Chutki, and their friends convinced 
everyone in Dholakpur to use latrines and wash their hands 
with soap. 

Less people became ill and everyone was happy with how clean 
the village looked. 

The Germ Wizard stands in a field but there is no poop there. 
He tries to cast a spell but it fizzles out and does nothing.
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Suddenly Bheem’s hand grabs the Germ Wizard’s staff from off screen and BREAKS it over the Germ 
Wizard’s head. 

GERM WIZARD
Ouch! You meddlesome reptile! I only have so many magic staffs, you know!

The Germ Wizard runs off screen.

292929

The Germ Wizard says even though they have beaten him in 
Dholakpur, he will just go to another village in India where 
people do not use toilets. 

Bheem grabs the Germ Wizard’s staff and breaks it over the 
wizard’s head. 

The Germ Wizard disappears, on his way to another village.
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Bheem turns to look at the camera.

BHEEM (TO AUDIENCE)
Friends, don’t worry about the Germ Wizard. You can defeat him the same way that we did! Talk 
to your friends and family about the importance of using latrines and washing hands with soap 
to keep your community clean and free of diseases.

313131

Don’t worry about the Germ Wizard. You can defeat him the 
same way Bheem and Chutki did! 

Just tell your friends and family why using toilets and 
handwashing with soap keeps the community clean and free 
of disease. 
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